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SPENCE CALLS  FOR INCREASED DEFENSE SPENDING

TO ADDRESS CRITICAL  UNFUNDED REQUIREMENTS

Chairman of the House Armed Services Committee Floyd Spence in a letter delivered today to House
Budget Committee Chairman John Kasich called for increased defense spending to address critical unfunded
quality of life, readiness and modernization shortfalls identified by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

“I recommend increasing defense spending in order to address the military services’ unfunded require-
ments,” wrote Spence. “Our military leaders have told us what they require to execute the National Military
Strategy, and at a committee hearing last week the service chiefs identified in specific detail where the
President’s budget failed to address their requirements. At a minimum, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget
should provide for increased defense spending over the next six years sufficient to address the unfunded require-
ments that have already been identified by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.”

On the issue of spending caps, Spence once again recommended “renegotiation of the [Balanced
Budget Agreement’s] discretionary spending cap if that is what is necessary to increase defense spending.”

Spence specifically noted the military’s worsening recruiting and retention problems, adding, “The
committee’s ability to address these serious problems will be limited without such resources.”  Spence also
indicated his intention to consider any pay-related and retirement initiatives as part of the annual defense authori-
zation bill.

Under the Budget and Impoundment Control Act, there is an annual requirement for each committee of
the House of Representatives to express its views on the budget in a letter to the House Budget Committee.

A copy of the letter is attached.
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